RETURN  TO 

USAF  Historical  Archives 
ASI(ASHAF-A) 

Maxwell  AFB,  Ala  36112 


7-3745  - 3 

1003647 


AFR  20CW2 


turn  this  information  to  the  Office  of  Legisla- 
tive Liaison  for  reply  to  the  inquiry, 

(3)  Process  requests  from  congressional 
sources  in  accordance  with  AFR  11-7. 


g.  Cooperation.  All  Air  Force  activities  will 
cooperate  with  Air  Force  UM)  investigators  to 
insure  the  economical  and  prompt  success  ol  in- 
vestigations and  analyses,  \\  lien  feasible,  this 
cooperation  will  include  furnishing  air  or  ground 
transportation  and  other  assistance. 


4.  Guidance.  The  thoroughness  and  quality  of 
a report  or  investigation  of  UFO’s  are  limited 
only  by  the  skill  and  resourcefulness  of  the  per- 
son who  receives  the  initial  information  and  or 
prepares  the  report*  The  usefulness  and  value 
of  any  report  or  investigation  depend  on  the  ac- 
curacy and  timeliness  of  its  contents.  Following 
are  aids  for  screening,  evaluating,  and  report- 
ing sightings: 

a.  Careful  study  of  the  logic,  consistency,  and 
coherence  of  the  observer’s  report.  An  interview 
with  the  observer  by  personnel  preparing  the  re- 
port is  especially  valuable  in  determining  tin* 
source’s  reliability  and  the  validity  of  the  in- 
formation given.  Factors  deserving  particular 
attention  are  the  observer's  age,  occupation,  and 
education,  and  whether  his  occupation  involves 
observat  ion  reporting  or  technical  knowledge. 
A report  stating  that  a witness  is  completely  fa- 
miliar with  certain  aspects  of  a sighting  should 
indicate  his  or  her  specific  qualifications. 

I).  Theodolite  measurements  of  changes  or 
azimuth,  and  elevation  and  angular  size. 

c.  Interception,  identification,  or  air  search,  if 
appropriate  and  within  the  scope  of  air  defense 
regulations. 

d.  When  feasible,  contact,  with  local  aircraft 
control  and  warning  (ACW)  units,  and  with 
pilots  and  crews  of  aircraft  aloft  at  the  time 
and  place  of  sighting.  Also,  contact  with  any 
other  persons  or  organizations  that  may  have 
factual  data  on  the  UFO  or  can  offer  corrobo- 
rating evidence — visual,  electronic,  or  other, 

r.  Consultation  with  military  or  civilian 
weather  forecasters  for  data  on  tracks  of  weather 
balloons  released  in  the  area  and  any  unusual 
meteorological  activity  winch  may  have  a hear- 
ing on  the  UFO, 

f.  Consultation  with  navigators  and  astrono- 
mers in  the  area  to  determine  whether  any  as- 
tronomical  body  or  phenomenon  would  account 
for  the  sighting. 


determine  whether  the  sighting  could  have  been 
an  aircraft.  Local  units  of  tin  Federal  Aviation 
Agency  (FAAf  arc  often  of  assistance  in  this 
regard. 


I ir  Contact  with  persons  who 
experimental  aircraft  of  unusual 
rocket  and  guided  missile  firings, 
in  i lie  area. 


may  know  of 
configuration, 
or  aerial  tests 


i,  Contact  with  photographic  units  or  labora- 
tories. Usually,  these  installations  have  several 
cameras  available  for  specialized  intelligence  or 
investigative  work.  Photography  is  an  invaluable 
tool  for  use,  where  possible,  in  investigating  and 
analyzing  UFO  sightings.  (See  paragraph  18). 


j.  Whenever  possible,  selecting  as  a UFO 
sighting  investigator  an  individual  with  a scien- 
tific or  technical  background  as  well  as  expe- 
rience as  an  investigator. 


k.  Submission  of  reports  on  all  sightings  even 
though  identification  may  be  assumed  by  the 
preparing  officer  under  paragraph  16  of  this  regu- 
lation. 


3.  Reporting  UFO  Information.  Both  the  As- 
sistant Chief  of  Staff,  Intelligence,  Headquarters 
USAF,  and  the  Air  Defense  Command  have  a 
direct  and  immediate  interest  in  the  facts  per- 
taining to  UFOs  reported  within  the  United 
States.  All  Air  Force  activities  will  conduct  UFO 
investigations  to  the  extent  necessary  for  their 
required  reporting  action  (see  paragraphs  14.  15, 
and  16L  No  activity  should  carry  an  investiga- 
tion beyond  this  point,  unless  the  preparing  offi- 
cer believes  the  magnitude  I intelligence  signifi- 
cance or  public  relations  aspects l of  the  case 
warrant  full  scale  investigation.  The  officer  may 
contact  the  FTD  of  AFSC  fCLearwater  3-711 1, 
ext  69216  66378)  at  Wright- Patterson  Air  Force 
Base,  Ohio,  to  obtain  verbal  authority  for  con- 
tinued investigation. 


SECTION  B— PUBLIC  RELATIONS, 
INFORMATION,  CONTACTS,  AND 

RELEASES 

6,  Maintaining  Public  Relations.  The  Office  of 
Information  is  responsible  for: 

a.  In  coordination  with  the  AFSC  (FTD) 
when  necessary,  maintaining  contact  with  the 
public  and  the  press  on  all  aspects  of  the  UFO 
program  and  its  related  activities, 

b.  Releasing  information  on  UFO  sightings 
and  results  of  investigations. 


g.  Contact  with  military  and  civilian  tower 
operators,  air  operations:  units,  and  airlines  to 


e.  Periodically  releasing  information  on  this 
subject  to  the  general  public. 


3 


AFR  200—2 


,|.  Processing,  answering,  and  taking  action  on 
correspondence  received  from  the  general  pub- 
lic, pertaining  to  the  public  relations,  interest, 
juiil  informational  aspects  of  the  subject,  tSce 
paragraph  8.1  This  office  will  forward  corre- 
spondence and  queries  which  are  purely  techni- 
cal and  scientific  to  AFSC  (FTD)  for  informa- 
tion on  which  to  base  a reply. 

7.  Releasing  Information.  The  Office  of  Infor- 
mation, Office  of  flu*  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force, 
will  release  to  the  public  or  unofficial  persons  nr 
organizations  all  information  or  releases  concern- 
in'! UFO's,  regardless  of  origin  or  nature.  Tins 
includes  replies  to  correspondence  l except  con- 
gressional inquiries ) submitted  direct  to  the 
AFSU  (FTD)  and  other  Air  Force  activities  by 
private  individuals  requesting  comments  or  re- 
sults of  analyses  and  investigations  of  sightings. 

8*  Exceptions.  In  response  to  local  inquiries  re- 
garding any  ITT)  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  an 
Air  Force  base,  the  commander  of  the  base  con- 
cerned may  release  information  to  the  press  or 
the  general  public*  only  after  positive  identifica- 
tion of  the  sighting  as  a familiar  or  known  ob- 
ject, The  commander  must  exercise  care  not  to 
reveal  any  classified  aspects  of  the  sighting  or 
names  of  persons  making  reports.  I See  paragraph 
!7j  If  the  sighting  is  unexplainable  or  difficult 
to  identify,  because  of  insufficient  information  or 
inconsistencies,  the  only  statement  to  he  released 
is  the  fact  that  the  sight  ins;  is  under  investiga- 
tion and  information  regarding  it  will  he  avail- 
able at  a later  date.  After  completion  of  inves- 
tigative action,  the  commander  may  release  the 
fact  that  the  AFSC  (FTD)  will  review  and  an- 
alyze the  results  of  the  investigation.  He  will 
then  refer  any  further  inquiries  to  the  local  Office 
of  Information. 

9.  Release  hv  Non-Air  Force  Sources.  If  news- 

m 

nun.  writers,  publishers,  nr  private  individuals 
desire  to  release  unofficial  information  concern- 
ing a UFO  sighting.  Air  Force  activities  will 
make  "Very  effort  to  assure  that  the  Statements, 
theories,  opinion,*,  and  allegations  of  these  indi- 
viduals or  group®  are  not  associated  with  or 
represented  as  official  information, 


SECTION  C— PREPARING  AND 
SUBMITTING  REPORTS 


11.  General  f 11  format  ton  : 

a.  Paragraphs  2 and  5 will  serve  as  aid*  and 
guidance  to  screenings,  investigations,  and  re- 
portings. Paragraph  14  contains  an  outline  of  the 
reporting  format . Act ivitics  initially  receiving 
reports  of  aerial  objects  and  phenomena  will 
screen  the  information  to  determine  whether  flit' 
report  concerns  a valid  UFH  within  the  defini- 
tion nf  paragraph  lk  Reports  not  within  that 
definition  do  not  require  further  action  under 
the  provisions  of  this  regulation. 

k To  assist  activities  and  personnel  respon- 
sible for  handling,  screening,  and  processing  in- 
itial, incoming  UFO  information,  a summary 
follows  of  the  general  sources  and  types  of  re- 
ports: 

i 1 \ Generally,  initial  UFO  reports  originate 
from  two  sources : 

in)  Civilian  i airline,  private,  and  pro- 
fessional pilots,  tower  operators,  technical  per- 
sonnel. casual  observers,  and  the  public  in  gen- 
eral), by  correspondence,  telephone  nr  personal 
interview; 

ibl  Military  units  and  personnel  t pilots, 
observers,  radar  operators,  aircraft  control  and 
warning  units,  etc.i,  by  telephone,  electrical  mes- 
sage, or  personal  interview; 

(2)  Generally,  UFO  reports  received  from 
civilian  sources  are  of  two  types: 

la)  Those  referring  strictly  to  an  ob- 
served UFO,  containing  cut  tier  detailed  or  meager 
information ; 

fl>)  Those  referring  only  in  part  to  an 
observed  UFO*  hut  primarily  requesting  infor- 
mation on  some  aspect  of  the  UFO  program. 

<\  Reports  considered  to  fall  primarily  in  a 
public  relations  nr  information  service  category 
(see  paragraphs  7.  8.  9,  and  Ih2i  above)  arc  of 
primary  interest  to  the  Office  of  Information. 
UFO  data  sufficient  for  investigation  and  or 
analysis  may  be  extracted  before  referral  to  that 
office. 


10.  Contacts.  Private  individuals  or  organiza- 
tions desiring  Air  Force  interviews,  briefings* 
lectures,  or  private  discussions  on  UFO’s  will  di- 
rect their  requests  to  the  Office  of  Information, 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force.  Air  Force 
personnel,  other  than  those  of  the  Office  of  In- 
formation, will  not  contact  private  individuals 
on  UFO  cases,  nor  will  they  discuss  their  oper- 
ation* and  functions  with  unauthorized  persons 
unless  so  directed,  and  then  only  on  a “need-to- 
know”  basis. 


1 2,  Method*  for  Transmitting  Reports: 

a.  Together  with  any  necessary  screenings  and 
investigations  preparatory  to  reporting,  report 
all  information  on  UFO's  promptly.  Electrical 
transmission  with  a “Priority’'  precedence  is  au- 
thorized for  reports  under  3 days  from  date  of 
sighting,  Electrically  transmitted  reports  over 
3 days  nld  should  carry  a “Routine"  precedence. 

1).  Submit  written  reports  of  sightings  over  3 
days  old  on  AF  Form  112,  “Intelligence  Report," 
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and  AF  Form  112A,  “Supplement  to  AF  Form 
112'1  (see  paragraphs  14  and  15);  however,  keep 
the  use  of  these  forms  to  a minimum  in  reporting 
initial  sightings*  The  delays  often  involved  in 
processing  and  transmitting  AF  Form  112 
through  channels  may  make  followup  investi- 
gations difficult,  producing  only  limited  usable 
information.  This  factor  is  a necessary  consid- 
eration, Reporting  by  electrical  means  will  elim- 
inate delays.  If  requested  by  the  AFSC  (FTD), 
AF  Form  112  will  provide  a followup  and/or 
complete  report  of  all  sightings  initially  reported 
electrically* 

■H 

13.  Where  To  Submit  Reports: 

a.  Electrical  Reports.  Submit  multiple  ad- 
dressed electrical  reports  to: 

( ! i Air  Defense  Command,  Ent  AFB,  Colo- 
rado 

i2)  Nearest  Air  Division  (Defense)  (For 
Ufiitcd  States  only) 

(3)  Air  Force  Systems  Command,  Foreign 
Technology  Division,  Wright  -Patterson  AFB, 
Ohio 

1*1)  Headquarters,  l rSA F (AF('IN),  Wash 
25  DC 

15)  Secret  a rv  of  the  Air  Force  (SAFGli, 
Wash  25  DC 

b.  irnffen  Reports  (Basic  letters  and  AF 
Form  112): 

(II  Basic  Letters.  Submit  all  letter  reports 
direct  to  the  AFSC  (FTD),  The  AFSC  (FTD) 
will  distribute  tin  reports  to  interested  Intelli- 
gence activities  in  the  United  States  and  to  the 
Office  of  Information,  if  necessary. 

1 2)  AF  Form  ll£,  Submit  original  report, 
as  prescribed  in  “Intelligence  Collection  Instruc- 
tion (I Cl  l,”  June  1954,  direct  to  HQ  USAF 
(AFCINt  Wash  25  DC,  and  a copy  to  AFSC 
(FTD). 

e.  Reports  from  Civilians.  Where  possible,  ad- 
vise civilian  sources  contemplating  reporting 
UFO's  to  submit  the  report,  for  processing  and 
transmission,  to  the  nearest  Air  Force  base. 

14.  Basic  Reporting  Data  and  Format.  Show 
the  abbreviation  “CFO”  at  the  beginning  of  the 
text  of  all  electrical  reports  and  in  the  subject 
of  written  reports.  Include  the  required  data  in 
alt  reports,  in  the  order  shown  below: 

a.  Description  of  the  Object(s); 

£ 1 ) Shape. 

(2)  Size  compared  to  a known  object  hist- 


one of  the  following  terms:  Head  of  a pin,  pea, 
dime,  nickel,  quarter,  half  dollar,  silver  dollar, 
baseball,  grapefruit,  or  basketball  i held  in  tin 
band  at  about  arm’s  length. 

(3)  Color. 

(4)  Number. 

(5)  Formation,  if  more  than  one. 

(6 i Any  discernible  features  or  details. 

(7)  Tail,  trail,  or  exhaust,  including  size  of 
same  compared  to  size  of  object  (s). 

(8)  Sound;  if  heard,  describe  sound. 

(9)  Other  pertinent  or  unusual  features. 

b.  Description  of  Course  of  Object fs): 

(f)  What  first  called  the  attention  of  ob- 
server (s)  to  the  object  (s)  ? 

(2)  Angle  or  elevation  and  azimuth  of  ob- 
ject (s)  when  first  observed. 

(3)  Angle  or  elevation  and  azimuth  of  ob- 
ject (s)  upon  disappearance. 

1 4 1 Description  of  flight  path  and  maneu- 
vers of  object(s). 

(5 1 How  did  the  object  (si  disappear?  (In- 
stantaneously to  the  North,  etc.) 

1(5)  How  long  (were  I the  object  fs)  visible? 
(Be  specific,  5 minutes.  1 hour,  etc.) 

c.  Manner  of  Observation : 

( 1 l Use  one  or  any  combination  of  the  fol- 
lowing items:  Ground- visual,  air-visual,  ground- 
electronic.  air-electronic.  (If  electronic,  specify 
type  of  radar.) 

(2)  Statement  as  to  optical  aids  (telescopes, 
binoculars,  etc.)  used  and  description  thereof. 

(3)  If  the  sighting  occurred  while  air-borne, 
give  type  of  aircraft,  identification  number,  alti- 
tude, heading,  speed,  and  home  station. 

< 1 . Tim e and  Date  of  Sig h tin g : 

(1)  Zulu  time-date  group  of  sighting. 

i2i  Light  conditions,  i Use  one  of  the  follow- 
ing terms:  Night,  day,  dawn,  dusk.) 

e.  Location  of  Observer(s).  Give  exact  lati- 
tude and  longitude  of  each  observer,  and/or 
geographical  position.  In  electrical  reports,  give 
a position  with  reference  to  a known  landmark 
also,  such  as  “2ini  N of  Deeville”;  “3mi  SW  of 
Blue  Lake,”  Typographical  errors  or  “garbling" 
often  occur  in  electrically  transmitted  messages, 
making  location  plots  difficult  or  impossible. 
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Example:  89  I5N,  192  7 1 \V  for  39  45N,  102  21W. 

f.  Identifying  Information  on  Observer ( s) : 

it)  Civilian-  Name,  age.  mailing  address, 
occupation,  and  estimate  of  reliability. 

12 1 Military-  Name,  grade,  organization, 
duly,  and  estimate  of  reliability. 

w ^ 

g.  Weather  and  Winds — Aloft  Conditions  at 
Time  amt  Place  of  Sightings: 

ill  Observer  (a)  account  of  weather  condi- 
tions. 

12 1 Report  from  nearest  AWS  or  S. 
Weather  Bureau  Office  of  wind  direction  and 
velocity  in  degrees  and  knots  at  surface,  fi.fHHV, 
l(MK)0;,  18.000'.  20.000'.  dO.OOO'.  50, 000'.  and 
80,000',  if  available. 

(3 1 Ceiling. 

(4)  Visibility. 

A 

(ft  * Amount  of  cloud  cover, 

16)  Tlumrierstorni*  in  urea  and  quadrant  in 
which  located. 

1 7*  Vertical  tempera  lure  gradient. 

h.  Any  other  unusual  actirity  or  condition, 
meteorological,  astronomical,  or  otherwise,  which 
might  account  for  the  sighting. 

i.  Interception  or  identification  action  taken 
Isurli  action  is  authorized  whenever  feasible,  and 
in  compliance  with  existing  air  defense  direc- 
tives), 

j.  Location,  approximate  altitude,  and  general 
direction  *d  flight  of  any  air  t rathe  or  balloon 
release*  in  the  urea  which  might  possibly  account 
for  the  sighting. 

k.  Position  titli  and  comments  of  t lu  prepar- 
ing ufpn  r.  including  his  preliminary  analysis  of 
the  possible  cause  of  the  righting!?).  (See  para- 
graph Hi. » 

l.  Existence  of  physical  * videnct , such  as  ma* 
terials  and  photographs. 

15,  Negative  or  Inapplicable*  Data.  Keen  though 
t he  source  does  not  provide*  or  an  interviewer 
lias  not  asked  for  specific  information,  do  not  use 
ilie  words  “negative”  or  1 'Unidentified11  before 
exhausting  all  logical  leads  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion outlined  under  paragraph  Ik  For  example, 
information  on  weather  condition*  in  the  area, 
as  requested  in  paragraph  14g,  is  obtainable  from 

the  local  military  or  civilian  weather  facility. 

* * 

Cse  the  phrase  “not  applicable  <X  A I”  only 
when  the  question  does  not  apply  to  the  particu- 
htr  'iiditinn  under  investigation. 


16.  Comments  of  1’r(>|inring  Officer.  I’he  pre- 
paring officer  will  make  a preliminary  analysis 
and  a comment  on  the  possible  cause  or  identity 
of  the  object  he  is  reporting,  together  with  a 
statement  supporting  his  comment  and  analysis. 
He  will  make  every  effort  to  obtain  pertinent 
items  of  information  and  to  test  all  possible 
leads,  clues,  and  hypotheses  concerning  the 
identity  or  explanation  of  the  sighting.  {See 
paragraph  5.)  The  preparing  officer  who  receives 
the  report  initially  is  in  a much  better  position 
to  conduct  an  “on-the-spot"  survey  or  followup 
than  subsequent  Investigative  personnel  and 
analysts,  who  may  lie  far  removed  from  the  area, 
and  who  may  arrive  too  late  to  obtain  vital  data 
or  the  missing  informal  inn  necessary  for  firm 
conclusions. 

17.  Classification.  Do  not  classify  reports  un- 
less data  requested  in  paragraph  I I require  classi- 
fication. Classify  reports  primarily  to  protect: 

a.  Names  of  sources  reporting  CFO's  and 
ni  her  principals  involved,  if  so  requester!  by  1h<  i 
persons  or  considered  necesxai’y; 

b.  Intelligence,  investigative,  intercept,  or  ana- 
lytical methods  or  procedures; 

e.  1. oration  of  radar  and  other  classified  sites, 
units,  and  equipment ; 

d.  Information  on  certain  typos,  characteris- 
tics, and  capabilities  of  classified  aircraft,  mis- 
siles. or  devices  that  mav  be  involved  in  the 
sighting. 

18.  Reporting  Physical  Evidence.  Report 
promptly  the  existence  of  physical  evidence 
(photographic  or  material  I.  Mark  all  physical 
evidence  forwarded  to  the  A F SC  iFTD  I for  the 
attention  of  TD-E,  Aerial  Phenomena  Branch. 

a.  Photographic: 

lit  Still  Photographs.  Forward  the  negative 
and  two  prints.  Title  the  prints  and  the  innatives, 
or  indicate  the  place,  time,  and  date  of  the  inci- 
dent. 

(21  Motion  Pictures.  Obtain  the  original 
film.  Examine  the  film  strip  for  apparent  outs, 
alterations,  obliterations,  or  defects.  In  the  re- 
port comment  on  any  irregularities,  particularly 
those  received  from  other  than  official  sources. 

(3)  Supplemental  Photographic  Informa- 
tion. Negatives  and  prints  often  are  insufficient 
to  provide  certain  valid  data  or  to  permit  firm 
conclusions.  (Sec  AFM  200-9 — a classified  docu- 
ment receiving  limited  distribution.!  Information 
that  will  aid  in  plotting  or  in  estimating  dis- 
tances. apparent  size  and  nature  of  object,  prob- 
able velocity,  and  movements  includes: 
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I a ) Type  and  make  of  camera, 
ib)  Type,  focal  length,  and  make  of  lens, 
(c)  Brand  and  type  of  film, 
id)  Shutter  speed  used, 

(c)  Lens  opening  used;  that  is,  “f”  stop, 
f f)  Filters  used, 

(gl  Was  tripod  or  solid  stand  used, 

(h)  Was  “panning”  used, 

(i)  Exact  flirection  camera  was  pointing 
with  relation  to  true  north,  and  its  angle  with 
respect  to  the  ground. 

(4)  Other  Camera  Data.  If  supplemental 
information  is  unobtainable,  the  minimum  cam- 
era data  required  arc  the  type  of  camera,  and 
the  smallest  and  largest  'T'  stop  and  slmtter- 
speed  readings  of  the  camera. 

(51  Itadar.  Forward  two  copies  of  each  stili- 
caniora  photographic  print,  Title  radarscopc 
photographic  prints  in  accordance  with  AFR 

By  Order  ok  the  Secretary  ok  the  Air  Force; 


( Ifficiai.; 


95-7.  Classify  radursrope  photographs  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  XII.  AFR  205-1,  10  June  I960. 

NOTE:  If  possible,  develop  photographic  film 
before  forwarding.  Mark  any  undeveloped  film 
conspicuously  to  indicate  this  fact,  to  avoid  de- 
struction by  exposure  during  examinations  cn 
route  through  mail  channels  to  final  addressees, 

I),  Material.  Each  Air  Force  echelon  receiving 
suspected  or  actual  UFO  material  will  safeguard 
it  in  a manner  to  prevent  any  defacing  or  altera- 
tions which  mi  gilt  reduce  its  value  for  intelli- 
gence examination  and  analysis. 

c.  Photographs,  Motion  Pictures,  and  Xcga- 
tives  Submitted  by  Individuals.  Individuals  often 
submit  photographic  and  motion  picture  ma- 
terial as  part  of  their  UFO  reports.  All  original 
material  submitted  will  be  returned  to  the  indi- 
vidual after  completion  of  necessary  studies, 
analyses,  and  duplication  by  the  Air  Force. 


CURTIS  a.  LcMAY 
Chief  of  Staff 


R.  J.  PUGH 

Colonel.  USAF 

Director  of  Administrative  Services 
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HISTORY  OF  PROJECT 


Following  the  Kenneth  Arnold  sighting  on  24  June  1947 , wide  news  coverage 
of  public  reports  of  "flying  discs  or  saucers”  created  sufficient  concern 
at  high  military  echelons  to  authorize  AMC  to  conduct  a preliminary  invest- 
igation into  these  reports.  Early  correspondence  indicates  that  U.  3. 
Military  Leaders  were  concerned  that  the  objects  reported  were  an  aircraft 
configuration  more  advanced  than  those  possessed  by  the  United  States 
Armed  Forces,  A letter , 23  September  1947.,  from  Lt.  General  Twining  of 
AMC  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army  Air  Forces,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  there  was  sufficient  substance  in  the  reports  to  warrant  a detailed 
study. 

On  30  December  1947,  a letter  from  the  Chief  of  Staff  directed  AMC  to,... 
"set  up  a project  whose  purpose  was  to  collect,  collate,  evaluate  and 
distribute  to  interested  Government  Agencies  and  contractors  all  information 
concerning  UK)  sightingB  and  phenomena  In  the  atmosphere  which  can  be  con- 
strued to  be  of  concern  to  the  National  Security.  . 


The  Technical  Intelligence  Division  of  AMC  issued  Hq.  AMC  Technical  Instruc- 
tion No  2185,  11  February  19^8,  and  the  project  was  inaugurated  with  a code 
name  of  "SIGN. " The  code  name  "SIGN”  was  changed  to  the  code  name  "GRUDGE" 
on  l6  December  1948.  A report  released  in  February  1949  covering  analysis 
of  the  first  273  incidents  concluded  that,  while  no  definite  and  conclusive 
evidence  existed,  evaluation  of  reports  of  unidentified  objects  was  a neces- 
sary activity  of  Military  Intelligence  Agencies. 

After  the  Project  "SIGN"  Report,  work  continued  along  the  same  lines  and  a 
Project  "GRUDGE"  Report  was  published  and  released  in  August  1949  by  AMC. 

This  report  contained  analysis  of  244  cases  and  concluded  that  Unidentified 
Flying  Objects  reports  resulted  from:  a)  misinterpretation  of  conventional 
objects,  b)  mass  hysteria  or  "War  Nerves",  c)  hoaxes  and/or  d)  Psychopathe- 
loglcal  persons.  Based  upon  these  conclusions  AMC  recommended  that  invest- 
igation and  study  of  this  type  of  report  be  reduced  in  scope.  Major  portions 
of  this  work  were  performed  under  contract  by  Ohio  State  University, 

Professor  Hynek  (Present  Consultant  to  AF  on  Project  Blue  Book),  The  Rand 
Corporation,  Dr.  G.  Valley,  Dr.  Paul  Fitts,  Air  Weather  Service,  3^10th 
Electronic  Section  and  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau. 

Following  publication  of  the  "GRUDGE"  Report,  the  Air  Force  continued  to 
investigate  sightings,  inasmuch  as  it  is  an  Air  Force  responsibility  to 
identify  and  analyze  Aerial  Phenomena  that  could  possibly  be  a menace  to 
the  United  States.  Much  of  the  Scientific  and  Technical  work  during  1950 
and  1951  centered  around  Project  "Twinkle"  and  the  Green  Fireball  studies 
of  Dr.  LaPaz  in  the  Southwestern  United  States.  Project  "Twinkle”  Final 
Report  was  completed  on  27  December  1951*  During  December  1951  Colonel 
Kirkland  and  Lt.  Ruppelt  made  a visit  to  Battelle  Memorial  Institute  to  dis- 
cuss the  feasability  of  a scientific  study  from  the  data  collected  since 
the  program’s  inception.  Thus,  Project  Blue  Book's  Special  Report  $14  came 
into  being. 


| 


RETURN  TO 


During  the  phase  in  vhlch  Special  Report  il  14  was  In  preparation  (1952  - 1954) 
the  project  attracted  a Public  Relations  aspect  that  remains  with  it  today. 
This  came  about  through  a National  interest  in  reported  sightings,  Science- 
Fiction  publications  of  alleged  contacts  with  visitors  from  outer  specc, 
formation  of  psuedo-scientif ic  organizations,  hobby  clubs,  and  self-appointed 
individuals  who  investigated  UFO  sighting3.  The  radar  sightings  in  Washing- 
ton D,  C.  during  July  1952  tended  to  give  substance  to  UFO  reports*  Hews 
coverage  during  this  period  was  extremely  high  and  General  Samford  conducted 
a press  conference  on  29  July  1952  to  explain  the  situation. 

With  the  increased  volume  of  reports  pouring  in,  a Scientific  Advisory  Panel 
on  UFO  was  established  in  late  1952.  At  a meeting  held  during  l4  - 13  Jan- 
uary 1953  available  data  was  examined.  Conclusions  and  recommendations 
of  this  panel  were  published  in  an  unclassified  report,  and  made  public.  The 
panel  concluded  that  UFO's  did  not  threaten  the  National  Security  of  the  U.  S. 
and  recommended  that  the  Aura  of  mystery  attached  to  the  project  be  removed. 

By  1953  Air  Force  responsibility  for  the  UFO  program  had  become  firmly  estab- 
lished. It  was  now  apparent  that  some  directives  were  necessary  in  order 
to  standardize  investigative  procedures  and  formulate  policy.  AFR  200-2  was 
written  and  the  final  publication  was  distributed  in  August  1954.  This  reg- 
ulation states  the  purpose.  Investigative  procedures  and  policies  relating  to 
release  of  information.  Special  Report  #l4  was  completed  on  17  March  1954. 

It  concluded  that  on  the  basis  of  the  observations  reported  to  the  Air  Force 
it  was  highly  improbable  that  any  of  these  reports  represent  observations  of 
technological  developments  outside  the  range  of  present  day  scientific  know- 
ledge. In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Scientific  Panel  and 
provisions  for  release  of  information  outlined  in  AFR  200-2  the  report  was 
declassified  and  released  to  the  general  public  on  5 May  1955* 

After  1955  the  project  concerned  itself  with  investigation  of  sightings, 
evaluation  of  the  data  and  release  of  information  to  proper  news  media. 

This  information  is  given  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  a news  release  cal- 
led the  "FACT  SHEET".  These,  or  similar  releases  have  been  made  periodical- 
ly since  1955*  AH  data  collected  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  conclusions 
of  the  Scientific  Panel  in  January  1953*  Still,  the  "Flying  Saucer  Myth" 
had  remained  in  the  public  eye,  and  has  necessitated  many  conferences  and 
briefings  among  Military,  Civilian,  Scientific,  and  Congressional  members. 
Among  the  most  significant  of  these  are;  a)  4 October  1956*  The  General 
Lewis  Special  Briefing,  b)  l6  September  1957*  Defence  Science  Board  Briefing, 
c)  31  January  195&,  McClellan  Sub-Committee  Briefing,  d)  8 August  1958* 
McCormack  Sub-Committee  Briefing,  e)  February  1959*  Washington  D.  C.  Policy 
Meetings  and  f)  11  - 15  July  1961*  Congressional  Briefing  (Mr,  Robert  Smart). 


As  far  back  as  1952  recommendations  have  been  made  to  discontinue  the 
project  or  transfer  it  to  civilian  agencies  or  contractors.  However, 
continuation  of  the  project  under  Air  Forces  auspices  is  likely.  A 
letter  from  Genaral  Watson  on  7 July  1955  to  General  Samford  expressed 
factors  that  are  still  pertinent,".  . - is  the  fact  that  complete  re- 
liance on  a contractor  would  not  reduce  the  responsibility  of  and  there- 
fore the  load  carried  by  the  Air  Force.  . Also,  various  studies  have 
been  made  to  transfer  the  project  to  other  organizations  within  the  Air 
Force . 

CURRENT  SITUATION:  Personnel  associated  with  the  project  are  engaged  in 

receipt  of  UFO  reports,  investigation  and  analysis  of  these  reports  and 
maintenance  of  research  and  correspondence  files.  In  addition,  inform- 
ation is  supplied  to  SAFOI-CC  upon  which  to  base  a reply  to  the  more  than 
2,000  letters  a year  from  individuals  requesting  information  on  the  UFO 
program.  From  1962  - 1965  the  files  were  reviewed  and  placed  in  a standard 
format.  Statistics  were  recomputed  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  case  files. 
The  fact  sheet  was  revised  to  provide  information  most  often  requested 

by  individuals  and  to  disseminate  the  yearly  statistics.  Periodic  case 

* 

summaries  on  cases  or  public  interest  are  released.  The  current  AFR  200-2 
is  under  revision.  Present  Project  Officer  is  Major  Hector  Quintanilla,  Jr. 


Air  Force  Regulation  200-2  establishes  the  UFO  program 


to  investigate  and  analyze  UFOs  over  the  United  States. 
Such  investigation  and  analysis  are  directly  related 
to  Air  Force  responsibility  for  the  defense  of  the 


United  States. 


OBJECTIVES 


Air  Force  interest  in  UFOs  is  three  fold: 

1.  To  determine  if  UFO  phenomena  presents  a threat 
to  the  security  of  the  United  States. 

2.  To  determine  if  the  UFO  phenomena  exhibits  any 
technological  advances  which  could  be  channeled 
into  Research  and  Development. 

. To  explain  or  identify  the  stimulus  which  caused 
the  observer  to  submit  his  report  as  an  unidentified 


flying  object. 


EXTRACT 


AFR  200-2 

14.  Basic  Reporting  Data  and  Format.  Show  the  abbreviation  "UFO"  at  the 
beginning  of  the  text  of  all  electrical  reports  and  in  the  subject  of 
written  reports.  Include  the  required  date  in  all  reports,  in  the  order 
shown  below: 

a.  Description  lof  the  Object(s): 

( 1 ) Shape . 

(2)  Size  compared  to  a known  object  (use  one  of  the  following 

terms:  Head  of  a pin,  pea,  dime,  nickel,  quarter,  half  dollar,  silver 

dollar,  baseball,  grapefruit,  or  basketball)  held  in  the  nand  at  about 
arm's  length, 

(3)  Color. 

(4)  Number. 

(5)  Formation,  If  more  than  one. 

(6)  Any  discernible  features  or  details. 

(7)  Tail,  trail,  or  exhaust,  including  size  of  same  compared 
to  size  of  object(s). 

(8)  Sound;  if  heard,  describe  sound. 

(9)  Other  pertinent  or  unusual  features. 

b.  Description  of  Course  of  Object(s): 

(l)  What  first  called  the  attention  of  observer(s)  to  the 


object( s) 


(2)  Angle  or  elevation  and  azimuth  of  object(s)  when  first 


observed. 

(3)  Angle  or  elevation  and  azimuth  of  object(s)  upon  disappear- 
ance. 

{k)  Description  of  flight  path  and  maneuvers  of  object(s > 

(5)  Hov  did  the  object(s)  disappear?  (instantaneously  to  the 
North,  etc . ) 

(6)  How  long  (were)  the  object(s)  visible?  (Be  specific,  5 
minutes,  1 hour,  etc.) 

c.  Manner  of  Observation: 

(1)  Use  one  or  any  combination  of  the  following  items:  Ground- 

Visual,  air-visual,  ground-electronic,  air-electronic,  (if  electronic, 
specify  type  of  radar. ) 

(2)  Statement  as  to  optical  aids  (telescopes,  binoculars,  etc.) 
used  and  description  thereof. 

(3)  If  the  sighting  occurred  while  air-borne,  give  type  of  air- 
craft, identification  number,  altitude,  heading,  speed,  and  home  station, 

d.  Time  and  Date  of  Sighting: 

(1)  Zulu  time-date  group  of  sighting. 

(2)  Light  conditions.  (Use  one  of  the  following  terms:  Night, 

day,  dawn,  dusk. ) 

e.  Location  of  O'oserver(s).  Give  exact  latitude  and  longitude  of 
each  observer,  and/or  geographical  position.  In  electrical  reports,  give 
a position  with  reference  to  a known  landmark  also,  such  as  ' 2mi  N of  Dee- 
ville" ; "3mi  SW  of  Blue  Lake/'  Typographical  errors  or  "garbling"  often 
occur  in  electrically  transmitted  messages,  making  location  plots  difficult 
or  impossible. 


Example:  89  45N,  192  71W  for  39  45N,  102  21W. 

f.  Identifying  Information  on  Qbserver( s ) : 

(1)  Civilian-Name,  age,  mailing  address,  occupation,  and 
estimate  of  reliability. 

(2)  Military-Name,  grade,  organization,  duty,  and  estimate  of 
reliability 

g.  Weather  and  Winds -Aloft  Conditions  at  Time  and  Place  of  Sightings: 

(1)  Observer(s)  account  of  weather  conditions 

(2)  Report  from  nearest  AWS  or  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  Office  of  wind 
direction  and  velocity  in  degrees  and  knots  at  surface,  6000',  10,000', 
16,000',  20,000’,  30,000',  50,000',  and  80,000',  if  available. 

(3)  Ceiling. 

(4)  Visibility. 

(5)  Amount  of  cloud  cover. 

(6)  Thunderstorms  in  area  and  quadrant  in  which  located. 

(7)  Vertical  temperature  gradient. 

h.  Any  other  unusual  activity  or  condition,  meteorological,  astro- 
nomical, or  otherwise,  which  might  account  for  the  sighting. 

i.  Interception  or  identification  action  taken  (such  action  is  auth- 
ized  whenever  feasible,  and  in  compliance  with  existing  air  defense  direct- 
ives). 

j.  Location,  approximate  altitude,  and  general  direction  of  flight  of 
any  air  traffic  or  balloon  releases  in  the  area  which  might  possibly  account 
for  the  sighting. 

k.  Position  title  and  comments  of  the  preparing  officer,  including 
his  preliminary  analysis  of  the  possible  cause  of  the  sighting(s),  (See 
paragraph  16. ) 

l.  Existence  of  physical  evidence,  such  as  material  and  photographs. 


30  January  1900 


TD -E  /Lt  CoJ  Friend/mb/69216 

UFO  Program  and  Briefing 


3750th  Technical  School,  U5AF  (ATC) (TS-A  3,  llr*  Glisson) 
Sheppard  Air  Force  Base,  Texas 

1,  Reference  your  letter  of  23  January  1963  concerning  your 
interest  in  Dr*  Hynek  as  a guest  speaker  on  the*  subject  of 
Unidentified  Flying  Objects* 

2,  In  arranging  for  Dr*  Uynek's  services,  please  forward 
to  TD-E , at  least  two  weeks  in  advance,  the  dates  of  your 
choice.  Also,  it  would  bo  appreciated  if  quarters  could 
be  arranged  for  Dr.  Hynek  during  his  stay. 


3.  Dr.  Hynek  is  available  to  you  at  no  cost. 
FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


SO 


T/de  JONCKHEERE 
Colonel,  USAF 

Deputy  for  Scionce  and  Component t 


HEADQUARTERS 

3750TH  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL.  USAF  (ATO 


SHEPPARD  AIR  FORCE  BASF  TEXAS 

Department  of  Intelligence  Training 


REPLY  TO 

attn  of  r i-.v-3  (i  r.  Slissor.) 


13  a (nmr;  1963 


subject  .'{  j-  r .nd  . uf:  r. ' 


to:  FTD  (TD-EAtCol  Friend) 
Wright -Patterson  AFB,  Ohio 


■ 


t • 


lllen  Hynek  and  hi: 


Thunk  you  for  vein  letter  ccncerni n-'  Dr. 

I Qr  If#  -w 

availability  as  a guest  speaker.  However,  we  cannot  schedule  guest 
speakers  at  this  time  due  to  the  pending  move  of  our  training 
nctivi  t;  to  Lowry  AF3.  tie  ire  interested  in  Dr.  Hynek  and  will 
need  to  know  the  arrangement  procedure  for  futur*  planning.  Flense 
forward  us  this  information  including  co  it  factors. 


2.  We  appreciate  your  sending  the  tJFG  material 


LtCol 
Dix-ector 


Tech  Tng  Ter.  (Td-A-3) 
•jheDT-ard  3,  '/e  ras 


POSTAGE  AND  FEES  PAID 


UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


STD  (TD-h/LtCol  Friend) 

Wri  j: it-Patteraon  AFE,  Ohio 


l 


TQ 


include  u .00(1  evaluation  of  the  data  it:  bis  report,  Exper- 
ience gathered  from  the  Invest  i,' a ti  on  of  «ev*r»i  tho  x-iuntf 

cited  indlca  i as  l h a l ' h j foJ  i o:v  j :>.4  area*  are  tiowtu  thane 

which  no  in  v er.  t i -<a  tor  should  c ops  ids  r . 


I . h it »i ohs  in  Jii  wtea  that  the  object  >.va/  >. , i i»t  t on  3 / 

& second,  but  He  describe!  it  in  great  detail , Th#  laresiti 
gator  should  Jeter-.#.;  a.  \-*  it  the  witness  .!  a capfch t , o t ostimat 
lag  time  accurately. 


but  reports  that  the  object  was  in  iho  oran  for  dp  ho ir  or  go. 


3,  Many  witnesses  report  that  the  object  was  viewed  in  n 
specific  direction,  or  moved  in  some  opoct/ic  direction,  The 
investigator  should  fawiJ i arise  himself  wi th  the  iron , have 
the  witness  point  out  the  direct  a on  in  which  t’.i?  oujf  ;t  was 

as 3& . and  do tom ine  the  direction  for  hiwautf, 

* 

The  ability  of  tbs  wif  usaa  to  estimate  angles  should 
bo  determined . >’o!  t people  ;o:id  to  ovurost  audios .measured 

from  the  Uorixon , To  prove  this  point  to  yourst  3 v.)6,  have  a 
friend  raise  his  ar.«  tr  what  he  tbii  t r is  45  dei-rvjs  elevation 
and  then  measure  it. 


5,  Ser.e  witnesses  nay  be  color  rlind  ai.«i  others  ,j:ay  hav*? 
a color  wernknosn  of  which  they  are  not  aware, 

6,  Many  witnesses  are  under  soiu  type  of  aortal  s treaa 
prior  to  wxper S enc  ini  a a ght  lags  oi  UFO : s - Ctt  re  I'uJi  In  ccroga- 
tion  will  in  «ui,iy  1/ stances  bring  this  to  tight. 

7,  Many  witnesses  have  special  quail  float,  ions  which  should 
t*o  exploited  by  the  investigator.  For  instance,  IX  the  witness 
is  scientifically  trained,  it  is  probably  bettor  .o  Jet  hlw 
prepare  a report  th:  n ijuustion  him  regarding  an.  cat  a which  is 
omitted. 


There  are  tunny  more  things  which  can  be  hrou>tiit  out  regard- 
ing investigation  techniques,  hut  those  met:  tioi  d ■ -•ova  should 
prompt  your  thinking  in  the  proper  direction.  'bove  it  1 1 „ rem- 
ember to  obtain  ard  rota  In  the  confidence  o:"  t.ho  witness;  do 
not  coder  »in / clrcimatur.cea  ridicule  the  inctdoi:^  being  reported 
for  it  rony  be  import nut  and  only  appear  foolish  or  unimportant 
because  of  the  flourishes  put  on  It  by  an  ov or  - imaginative  wit 


Many  cl  the  incidents  which  occur  each  year  a ad  are  reported 
as  UFO’s  are  observed  by  scientists  in  the  areas  in  which  the 


OFFICIAL  FILE  COPY 


TD-E /Lt  Col  Friend/mb/69216 
UFO  Program 


■i  January  196 


Tech  Tng  Con  (TS-A-l)  (Mr.  W.  Glisson) 

Sheppard  AFB  Tex 

1.  Dr.  J.  Allen  Hynek,  USAF  consultant  to  the  Air  Force  UFO 
Project  since  1848 , is  available  to  give  a briefing  on  this 
subject  to  the  students  of  your  Intelligence  Officer  Course. 

2.  Dr.  Uynek  is  available  during  two  periods.  These  occur 
during  the  s manor  between  Juue  15  and  September  1 and  during 
the  winter  quarter  between  January  and  March. 

3.  If  this  service  is  desired  by  your  organization,  arrange- 
aunts  can  be  made  by  contacting  FTD  (TD-E  Lt  Col  Friend)  and 
indicating  those  possible  dates  which  would  conform  with  your 
schedule. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


ERIC  T/de  JONCKHEEHE 
Colonel , USAF 

Deputy  for  Science  and  Components 


TD-E/ll  col  Friend/mb/69216 

UFO  Program  ID  Ddcombor  1962 


Technical  Training  Center  (TS-A-1  Hr.  Ciisson) 
Sheppard  AFB,  Texas 

Attached  is  the  Material  on  the  USAF  Unidentified  Flying 
Objects  program  requested  by  you  for  use  in  your  train- 
ing course  for  intelligence  officers. 


FOR  THE  COUMAHBER 


K.  HYMN 
louel , USAF 
Deputy  for  Science 
and  Components 


C,  * 


2 Atch 

1.  UFO  Briefing 

2.  Supplement a 1 
nation 


inf or- 


• t 

Air  Intelligence  Branch 
Department  of  Intelligence  Training 
3750th  Technical  School,  USAF  (ATC) 

Sheppard  Air  Force  Base,  Texas 

29  October  1962 

FTD  (TD-K2B) 

Attn:  Major  Howard  F.  Greene 
Wright-Patterson  AFB,  Ohio 

Enclosed  are  two  copies  of  the  syllabus  for  the  FTD  course  that  we 
discussed  on  2?  September  with  Col  Wynn  and  you.  l*.y  apologies  for 
its  being  late,  we  just  received  it  from  the  printers  yesterday. 

We  are  still  anticipating  the  "Cross  Check"  question  run  when  you 
get  it  and  the  UFO  pictures  from  LtCol  Friend, 
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In  vany  A is  stances , ch^Trlr-;  with  local  industry  or  the 
local  weather  & ta  t lou  will  leve&l  tL:  relos1*:?  of  a balloon 
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UFO  reports  should  contain  the  i josc  possible  want  her  data. 
This  data  should  not  he  obtained  from  the  witness,  but  rather 
from  the  nearest  weathf.r  stnlio/..  However,  anj  im;jr  css  Ion  which 
the  witness  haw  ro^urdi  v,  i.fie  feather  should  ;•  i so  be  included 

in  the  report, 

2V.  Major  Causae  of  IJFO’s  nud  Row  to  Identify  Thom 

The  attached  chart  le  a croak down  of  tuc  gighlifjfcS  for  the 
year  19C0,  Thiu  chart  le  typical  of  the  last  few  years, 

1,  Meteors 

The  object  reportod  uost  frequently  as  a uFi>  ij  the 
Meteor.  You  are  all  futilltf  with  a(<  called  shooting  stars, 
and  no  doubt  UiA t 1 y of  you  havu  seen  3o*ue  that  penetrated  clone 
to  the  Earth,  Borne  of  you  *..ay  have  boon  fortunate  enough  to 
witness  a "fireball*  ur  a Mbolide." 


Here  arc  the  characteristics  of  This  type  of  sighting. 

n,  Tt*a  duration  is  USUALLY  extremely  short.  Varying 

from  a "flc-sli"  to  several  seconds.  Anything  o/»r  svverul  sec- 
onds falls  into  the  doubtful  catouoiy  although  there  hare  been 
unconfirmed  reports  ol  natters  observed  several  Minutes 

o.  Tho  color  any  b->  red,  white,  green,  blue  — nlcnost 
any  color,  However , the  tendency  is;  town -d  th©  greens  and 
whites.  Some  meteors  nave  tails  or  trail  while  others  don't. 
The  tail  «ay  be  a different  color  from  that  oi  lh»*  r v tear , 

c.  The  flight  pal:b  will  almost  always  be  it  might. 
There  are  cases  whore  Uio  path  Lav  change.!  a lightly.  ft® oor t 
the  position  of  initial  ahssrvation  and  the  fir.al  position 
where  the  object  burned  out  or  disappeared. 

d.  The  apeetf,  of  course,  will  oe  associated  with  the 
duration*  It  may  rnry  from  aw  lov>  ns  6,S  miles  per  second  to 
43.5  milert  par  second, doponh lug  upon  whether  the  ’ 3 1 ©or  as 
overtaking  ttc  garth  or  meeting  it  Uetd-on. 


©,  The  brightness  may  vary  .from  faint  to  giant  "fire- 
balls'1 that  cast  shadows.  On  19  Ayr  % l 2£>o2,  a meteor  over 
Eureka,  Utah  wa&  bright  enough  to  trip  the  photo  electric  cell. 

that  regulates  tin-  street  lights. 


f.  Meteor#  have  been  observed  during  the  day  as  well 
as  at  eight.  Trails  of  suaoCce  have  been  left  during  the  day, 
but  this  is  not  always  the  case. 


£,  Bolides  are  a class  of  meteor  that  are  either  beard 
or  seen  to  explode.  If  accompanied  by  sound,  the  sound  may  be 
a whirring,  whooshing,  bumming  or  any  descriptive  word  that  the 
observer  decides  to  use,  Xtta  sound  may  be  faint  or  loud.  The 
exploding  bolide  usually  breaks  up  Into  a snail  number  of  pieces 
which  continue  without  a major  change  in  course;  although,  on 
rare  occasions  a change  of  direction  may  ha  noted  for  several 
of  the  pieces.  There  may  or  mav  not  be  an  accompanying  change 
in  color. 


2.  Stars  and  Planets 

Venus,  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  even  the  moon  and  stars  (under 
a variety  of  Circumstances)  have  boen  reported  as  UFO's.  Again 
we  limit  the  characteristics  to  the  most  frequent  reports.  The 
sighting  will  be  of  the  brightest  planets,  or  stars.  Any  object 
that  ha#;  an  extremely  long  duration  with  little  motion  is  likely 
to  fall  into  this  category,  A <sood  check  la  to  have  the  observer 
look  for  the  object  at  the  same  time  on  succeeding  nights,  Ilepox-t 
of  short  duration  do  not  rule  out  stars  or  planets,  particularly 
if  they  are  low  on  the  horizon  *iud  generally  to  the  west.  As 
the  object  rises  or  sets,  refraction,  the  bending  of  the  lij'fat 
aa  it  passes  through  the  at>nospbere,  causes  the  object  to  appear 
to  do  strange  things  just  before  setting,  It  may  give  the  Im- 
pression of  rising  at  tremendous  speed  to  elevations  of  3Q  or 
40  degrees  and  disappear.  inversions,  layers  of  air  where  the 
temperature  increases  with  altitude,  enhances  the  chances  of 
distortion  due  to  etwostheric  conditions. (atmospheric  optics). 

3.  Other  Causes 

Ball  lightening,  mirages,  parhelia  and  parasolenae,  and 
comets  and  aurora  are  some  other  phenomena  which  may  be  aisideiv- 
tlfied  and  reported  as  UFO's.  In  addition  to  these,  many  air- 
craft, oalloons,  rockets,  satellites,  condensation  trails,  etc. 
are  often  viewed  under  unusual  circuiistances  and  reported  as  an 
UFO. 


4,  The  Photographs 

a.  Comats  are  often  confused  with  meteors.  The  meteor 
is  a tiny  object  visible  for  a few  seconds  only  while  In  the 
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AFR  2(H)— 2 


AIR  FORCF  REGULATION 
NO.  300-2 


UKPAHTM ENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

Washington,  -<>  July  Wi 


Intcll  ifit'iwc  Activities 

UNIDENTIFIED  FLYING  OBJECTS  (UFO) 

This  regulation  establishes  the  UFO  Program  to  investigate  and  analyze  UFO‘§  over  the  United 
States,  Such  investigation  and  analysis  are  directly  related  to  Air  Force  responsibility  for  the 
defense  of  the  United  States,  The  UFO  Program  provides  for  the  prompt  reporting  and  rapid 
identification  needed  for  successful  ^identification^'  which  is  the  second  of  the  four  phases 
of  air  defense — detection,  identification^  interception,  and  destruction*  ill  commanders  will 
comply  strictly  with  this  regulation * 


SECT  ION  A —GEN ERA  I , Paragraph 

Kxphumtimi  of  Ten rw---- . - - - ...  1 

Objectives.-- — - - 2 

Responsibilities _ _ _ — . - - _ - - - 3 

Guidance.  — _ 4 

Reporting  UFO  Information - .... r> 

SECTION  B — PUBLIC  RELATIONS,  INFORMATION,  CONTACTS,  AND  RELEASES 

Maintaining  Public  Relations ___ - — — * — 6 

\ t clawing  I nforma t inn  — 7 

Exceptions  _ . . . _ . _ 8 

Release  by  Non-Air  Force  Sources U 

Contacts, _____ . . in 

SECTION  C—  PREPARING  AND  SUBMITTING  REPORTS 

General  Information _ _ - — . ... 11 

Methods  for  Transmitting  Reports  _ __  _ _ . ..  --------  12 

Where  To  Submit  Reports, — 13 

Basic  Reporting  Data  and  Format  _________ — . - - 14 

Negative  or  Inapplicable  Data  — 15 

Comments  of  Preparing  Officer. ...  — - 1(1 

( *lasnificat  ion _ _ _ _ — 17 

Rejx>rting  Physical  Evidence . . ......  - ------  18 


SECTION  A -GENERAL 

I.  Exp  lun  at  ion  of  Senna*  To  insure  proper  and 
uniform  usage  in  CFO  screenings,  investigations, 
and  reportings,  an  explanation  of  the  objects 
follows: 

a.  Familiar  or  known  objects ; 

1 1 f Aircraft,  balloons,  kites,  birds,  search* 
lights,  astronomical  bodies  i meteors,  planets, 
stars,  comets )t  pilotless  aircraft*  missiles,  satel- 
lites in  orbit,  and  others  identified  hy  the  ob- 
server  as  normal  appearing  objects, 

\2 1 Flying  objects  determined  to  be  air- 
craft. These  generally  appear  as  a result  of  ADIZ 
violations  and  often  prompt  the  CFO  reports 
submitted  by  the  general  public.  'They  are  read- 
ily identifiable  as,  or  known  to  be,  aircraft,  but 
their  type,  purpose1,  origin,  and  destination  are 
unknown.  Air  Defense  Command  is  responsible 

Tlii*  ri-guluiiun  *up«’r*e(lt>*  AFR  200—2,  14  September 
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for  reports  of  ••unknown"  aircraft*  which  should 
not  he  reported  as  CFO  s under  this  regulation, 

1 3 1 Aircraft  Hares,  jet  exhausts,  condensa- 
tion trails,  blinking  or  steady  lights  observed  at 
night,  lights  circling  or  near  airports  anti  air- 
ways, and  other  phenomena  or  objects  known 
to  be  emanating  from,  or  to  be  indications  of, 
aircraft.  These  should  not  be  reported  under 
tins  regulation,  as  they  do  not  fall  within  the 
definition  of  a UFO. 

b.  Unidentified  Flying  Objects , Any  aerial 
phenomena,  airborne  object  or  objects  which  are 
unknown  or  appear  out  of  the  ordinary  to  (he 
observer  because  of  performance,  aerodynamic 
characteristics,  or  unusual  features. 

2.  Objectives*  Air  Force  interest  in  CFOV  is 
three- fold*  First,  as  a possible  threat  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  Cubed  States  and  its  forces;  sec- 

1 <J,VL  a*  amcmlfit* 


* 


AFR  200^2 


qndy  to  determine  the  technical  or  scientific  ehar- 
acfceriatiics  of  any  such  UFO’s ; third'*  to  explain 
o r identify  all  UFO  sightings  as  described  in 
paragraph  I b, 

a,  Air  Defense,  The  great  majority  ol  flying 
objects  reported  have  been  conventional,  famil- 
iar tldngs  of  no  great  threat  to  the  security  of 
the  United  States  and  its  possessions.  However, 
since  t lie  possibility  exists  that  UFO's  reported 
may  be  hostile1  or  new  foreign  air  vehicles  of 
unconventional  design*  it  is  imperative  to  report 
sightings  rapidly,  factually,  and  as  completely 
as  possible. 

Il  Technical  and  Scientific  The  Air  Force  will 
continue  to  collect  and  analyze  reports  of  UFQV 
until  all  are  scientifically  or  technically  ex- 
plained or  until  the  full  potential  of  the  sight- 
ings lias  been  exploited.  In  performing  this  task 
the  following  factors  are  of  great  importance: 

(1!  To  measure  scientific  advances,  the  Air 
Force  must  have  the  latest  experimental  and  de- 
velopmental information  on  new  or  unique  air 
vehicles  or  weapons. 

!2l  The  possibility  exists  that  foreign 
countries  may  develop  air  vehicles  of  revolu- 
tionary configuration  or  propulsion. 

(3)  There  is  need  for  further  scientific 
knowledge  in  such  fields  as  geophysics*  astron- 
omy, and  physics  of  the  upper  atmosphere  which 

the  study  and  analysis  of  UFO's  and  similar 
* * 

aerial  phenomena  may  provide. 

< 4 1 The  reporting  of  all  pertinent  factors 
will  have  a direct  hearing  on  scientific  analyses 
and  conclusions  of  UFO  sightings. 

<\  Reduction  of  Percentage  of  I FO  *'Vniden- 
tifieds."  Air  Force  activities  must  reduce  the  per- 
centage of  unidentified*  to  the  minimum.  Analy- 
sis thus  far  lias  explained  all  but  a few  of  the 
sightings  reported.  These  unexplained  sightings 

are  carried  statistically  as  unidentified^,  If  more 

& 

immediate,  detailed,  objective  data  on  the  un- 
knowns had  been  available,  probably  these,  too. 
could  have  been  explained.  However,  because  of 
the  human  factors  involved*  and  the  fact  that 
analyses  of  UFO  sightings  depend  primarily  on 
the  personal  impressions  and  interpretations  of 
the  observers  rather  than  on  accurate1  scientific 
data  or  facts  obtained  under  controlled  condi- 
tions* the  elimination  of  all  unidentifieds  is  im- 
probable* 

3.  Responsibilities : 

a.  Reporting*  Base  commanders  will  report  all 
information  and  evidence  of  UFO  si gh tings,  in- 
eluding  information  and  evidence  received  from 
other  services,  Government  agencies*  and  civil- 


ian sources.  Investigators  are  authorized  to 
make  teleplume  calls  from  (lie  investigation  area 
direct,  to  the  Foreign  Technology  Division 
fl'TDl,  of  the  Air  Force  Systems  Oommand, 
Wright- Patterson  Air  Force  Base*  Ohio  (CLeur- 
water  3-7111,  ext.  692 1 6/66378 1 . The  purpose  of 
the  calls  is  to  report  high  priority  findings.  i See 
section  (\) 

b.  Investigation,  The  commander  of  the  Air 
Force  base  nearest  the  location  of  the  reported 
UFO  sighting  will  conduct  all  investigative  ac- 
tion necessary  to  submit  a complete  initial  report 
of  a UFO  sighting.  The  initial  investigation  will 
include  every  effort  to  resolve  the  sighting.  An 
Air  Force  base  other  than  that  closest  to  the 
seene  of  a reported  UFO  sighting  will  refer  the 
sighting  immediately  to  the  commander  of  the 
nearest  Air  Force  base  for  appropriate  action. 
(See  paragraph  5.) 

C.  Analysis.  The  Air  Force  Systems  Command 
Foreign  Technology  Division  will  analyze  and 
evaluate: 

(D  Information  and  evidence  reported 
within  the  United  States  after  the  investigators 
of  the  responsible  Air  Force  base  nearest  the 
sighting  have  exhausted  their  efforts  to  identify 
the  UFO, 

(2>  Information  and  evidence  collected  in 
oversea  areas* 

EXCEPTION:  The  AFSC  (FTDu  independ- 
ently or  in  participation  with  pertinent  Air 
Force  activities,  muv  conduct  anv  additional 

«r  * 

investigations  necessary'  to  further  or  conclude 
its  analyses  or  findings. 

d.  Findings.  AFSC  tFTDi  will  prepare  a final 
report  on  each  sighting  after  collection  and  anal- 
ysis of  data,  and  will  forward  a copy  of  the  re- 
port to  HQ  USAF  (AFCINL 

e.  Public  Relations  and  Information  Sendees* 
The  Office  of  Information.  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Air  f orce*  will  bo  responsible  for  re- 
leasing information  on  sightings,  and,  in  coordi- 
nation with  AFSC  (FTD),  answering  corre- 
spondence from  the  public  regarding  UFO’s,  i See 
paragraphs  7 and  8.) 

f.  Congressional  Inquiries,  The  Office  of  Leg- 
islative Liaison  will; 

(li  In  coordination  with  the  AFSC  i FTD) 
and  or  the  Office  of  Information,  when  neces- 
sary. answer  all  congressional  mail  regarding 
UFO's  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Air 
Force  and  Headquarters  USAF, 

1 2)  Forward  those  inquiries  which  are  sci- 
entific and  technical  to  the  FTD  for  informa- 
tion on  which  to  base  a reply.  The  FTD  will  re- 
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